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matter. Naturally the human being who is
credited with the possession of supernatural powers
of this description is greatly feared and venerated*
The true Yogi is not often seen in South India;
but there are many ascetics who have dabbled in
Yoga, and claim powers which they take care shall
not be put to a test It is impossible to say how
much these people rely on trickery to obtain their
results; but it is certain that they assume a bold
front and leave the oriental imagination to do a
great deal for them*
The Sanydsi by the practice of some of the
Yoga ceremonies attains a certain degree of
sanctity* He may become a Yogi if he chooses
to persevere. He resides where he pleases, or
wanders at will with his disciple, who serves also as
an attendant* and is a link between himself and the
world* He may stay for some weeks or months
at a temple and be a great attraction to the
worshippers; but this does not mean that he serves
the temple or takes part in the ritual usually
performed by the purohits.
A lower class of ascetic known in the south is
the Valluvan or village astrologer, usually a rogue
and a charlatan with sufficient cunning to impose
upon the most ignorant of the villagers. He